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ANNEX 

Template for the annual performance report on the Asylum, Migration and Integration 

Fund by the Member States to the Commission, as referred to in Article 35 of 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1147 

 

IDENTIFICATION 

CCI 2025BE65AMPR001 

Title National Programme Belgium - AMIF 

Version 4 

Accounting year 01/07/2024 – 30/06/2025 

Date of approval of the report by the 

monitoring committee 

09/02/2026 

1. PERFORMANCE 

1.1. Progress in implementation – Article 35(2), point (a), of Regulation (EU) 

2021/1147 

For each specific objective, report on progress in implementing the programme and in achieving the 

milestones and targets set out in it, taking into account the most recent data for the accounting year, as 

required under Article 42 of Regulation (EU) 2021/1060. This refers to the cumulative data provided by 

31 July of the year before the year that the report is submitted. 

Within each specific objective, the information on progress should preferably be structured around the 

implementation measures, indicative actions and desired outcomes identified in the programme.  

Describe also any steps taken and relevant activities related to the implementation of the partnership as 

per Article 8(2) of Regulation (EU) 2021/1060. 

The progress towards the targets described in the Belgian National Program (NP) for AMIF per 

specific objective is described below by detailing the activities that took place during the reporting 

period. As all projects were still ongoing during the reporting period, the Managing Authority (MA) 

did not control the indicators yet (it will be done after the end of project durations). That is why no 

numbers are indicated. Nevertheless, based on the intermediary progress reports, the MA can 

conclude that Belgium is on track to reaching its objectives of the milestones. 

 

Regarding reception (SO1.2.1), Belgium (BE) aims not only at a qualitative, flexible, and easily 

adaptable reception system but also on optimising reception capacity and its ability to adapt to 

increasing or decreasing numbers of arrivals. This was achieved during the reporting period through 

two continuing strategies: (1) Strengthening the internal functioning of the reception agency by 

implementing monitoring, digitisation, and communication measures; (2) Promoting national and 

international cooperation with organisations active in reception, procedural processes, or the 

accompaniment of applicants for international protection.  

 

Additionally, as described in the NP, Belgium wants to reinforce the asylum institutions and achieve 

a better coordinated policy towards vulnerability and resiliency factors and vulnerable persons. In this 

field, various projects have been initiated to enhance the well-being and autonomy of residents. These 

initiatives include a focus on communication with applicants for international protection, active 

participation in society, provision of a safe living environment, and increase of well-being of the 

LGBTQ community within the reception centers via awareness campaigns and training programs. 

 
Regarding asylum (SO1.2.2), as described in the NP, Belgium focuses on improving the quality and 

efficiency of the asylum process, as well as the quality of reception for vulnerable people, especially 
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unaccompanied minors. To achieve this, several training sessions have been organised for guardians. 

Additional staff have been hired to ensure effective care for reported minors. The provision of training 

contributing to the professionalisation of interpreters working with international protection applicants 

continues (memory techniques, ethics, gender issues, etc.). 

Furthermore, in order to increase the efficiency and resilience of the international protection process, 

efforts are being made regarding the processing of asylum applications. This is notably reflected in 

the optimisation of information gathering (particularly concerning gender issues, but also concerning 

the countries of origin of international protection applicants). In addition, recommendations are issued 

regarding people with specific procedural needs (vulnerable people). Also, various investments in the 

digitalisation of procedures are progressing. In this regard, the difficult communication with eu-LISA 

was raised and a new project has been selected to this end. Furthermore, to improve the registration 

and reception of international protection applicants, a "Reception Center 2.0" is being created. It will 

pay particular attention to security and confidentiality, and will offer counters adapted to different 

types of registration (standard, vulnerable, etc.). During this period, work continued on a joint needs 

analysis for the Immigration Office, Fedasil, and the Guardianship Service of the FPS Justice, as well 

as on the optimisation of the registration process between these three agencies. The project can rely 

on the support of the new government, as confirmed in the 2025 Government Agreement and the 

Minister's Policy Note. The project is ongoing and welcomed a new partner: the General 

Commissariat for Refugees and Stateless Persons. The transposition of the EU Pact on Asylum and 

Migration and its impact on the arrival process are also yet to be incorporated into the needs 

assessment program. Moreover, an application for efficient and qualitative management of 

international protection is still being developed. A knowledge management platform is also 

progressing. It focuses on knowledge sharing, offers manuals (concerning the processing of 

Palestinian files, for example), and provides various sites developed for "specific needs" files and 

new countries of origin. The implementation of e-files is advancing. Finally, developments in 

biometric equipment (fingerprints) are continuing, and will facilitate/automate the exchange of 

biometric information between the Immigration Office and the Federal Police. To this date, 

difficulties persist regarding the operational commissioning of the devices, due to the matching 

algorithm specific to the live scans. 

With regard to legal migration (SO2.1.1) the focus is still on digitalisation and improvement of 

information management between the Belgian Immigration Office and its partners. In the previous 

reporting period all projects were still in the start-up phase. The project on integrated information 

platform is still on hold due to other priorities.The other two were able to effectively start in the 

second half of 2024. On the international level, the Immigration Office has launched one pilot project 

promoting circular migration with partner countries outside the EU, in cooperation with the IOM. 

Preparatory work has been carried out with the selected partners Surinam and Tunesia. The Phillipines 

are interested to join circular migration for specific professions. On the national level,  the project on 

eMigration (digitalisation of migration flows) focused on developing three applications: exchange of 

information with  municipalities, database for guarantors, and short and long stay visas.  

With regard to integration (SO2.1.2) on the Federal level the focus is to strengthen the social 

activation of third-country nationals. Therefore intensive social activation trajectories are offered by 

local public welfare centres (big and medium sized cities) to increase the target group’s social 

participation and reduce their isolation. Moreover trainings are set to support the social workers of 

these local public welfare centres in their work with persons suffering from psychosocial disorders 

linked to migration.  
 

No new initiatives were launched in Flanders last year. The focus was on further support of 18 

regional networks and implementation of 18 regional action plans for social participation for 

newcomers. With these networks, 257 local authorities and a wide range of stakeholders were 

reached. The network partners are jointly developing initiatives to offer newcomers more 

opportunities to actively participate in social life and build a strong social network. Examples include 

buddying, volunteering and participation in sports and culture. 
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In Wallonia/Brussels, no new calls for projects were launched. The 44 selected projects are 

operational and being finalised. The projects concern the implementation of language courses 

(FLE) with or without certification, citizenship courses, individual support for newcomers 

from third countries to promote their integration, and the support of minors and 

unaccompanied minors. Finally, some projects concern the development of tools or the 

training of trainers to improve the reception and therefore the integration of this public.The 

process of extending operational projects for the years 2026 and 2027 has been initiated. 
 

Finally, at the German-speaking Community the goal is to improve integration at the local level by 

deploying three local integration coordinators. The project launched in January 2023 will end in 

December 2025. 

 

As foreseen in the NP, the emphasis with regard to return (SO3.1) is on the cooperation between the 

main partners involved (Fedasil, Immigration Office, Belgian Federal Police and civil society/local 

actors), on providing tailor made assistance to returnees and on improving the efficiency of the return 

process. The achieve this goals, in the area of voluntary return, pre-return assistance and 

reintegration support was offered to returnees. With regard to pre-return assistance, the focus was on 

rolling out caoching trajectories, in a coordinated manner between cities, civil society, Fedasil and 

the Immigration Office. Under the new government, steps were taken to actualise the Belgian re-

integration programme (offering differentiated support, providing incentives for priority countries) 

and to develop a country barometer in order to ensure better monitoring of the programme. As 

reported before, reintegration support is offered by IOM and Caritas, and cooperation with countries 

of origin is still in place. In the area of forced return, as it was already the case for the first part of 

the programming, most of the IT project were reconducted or new follow-up projects were awarded 

to implement new modules and ensure service continuity : these are still mainly information exchange 

systems to improve collaboration between the beneficiaries and the Belgian Federal Police, such as 

RECAMAS, RAAVIS and Vrapat. Other projects were mostly focused on fieldwork by coaching and 

training staff as the general objectives are to guarantee the rights of the returnees, both during their 

stay in Belgium – inside and outside the return centers – and  during the return operations. Special 

attention was being paid to returnees with special needs (mainly by the Immigration Office and the 

Police Inspection Services), hiring additional staff in order to strengthen the teams already in place 

as well as making the return process overall more humane and efficient. 

 
Concerning the resettlement, humanitarian admission and relocation: 

• FY2023: 96 resettled persons and 37 persons admitted through the humanitarian admission 

reported; 

• FY2024: 262 resettled persons, 36 admitted and 6 relocated have already been controlled 

and submitted in the payment application; 

• FY2025: 487 persons resettled, 388 admitted and 50 relocated have been controlled. They 

are all eligible and will be submitted in the payment application as soon as possible.  

1.2. Issues affecting performance – Article 35(2), point (b), of Regulation (EU) 

2021/1147 

For each specific objective, describe any issues affecting the performance of the programme during the 

accounting year and any actions taken to address them.  

Whenever possible and relevant, you are encouraged to distinguish between issues related to: 

– underreporting of achievements;1 

 
1 This refers to the situation when there is a gap between the nominal target achievement rate measured by the 

indicators and the actual progress in implementation. For instance, under-reporting of output and results could be due 

to issues with the development of the IT system, ongoing operations for which output and results are not yet reported, 

issues with the data collection leading to slow or incomplete reporting, etc. 
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– target setting;2 

– procedural delays and administrative capacity;3 

– contextual changes;4 

– the design and/or implementation of the operations;5  

– any other matter.  

Describe any changes to strategy or national objectives, or any factors that may lead to changes in the 

future, as well as the modifications that those changes have produced in the targets estimated as per the 

methodology to establish the performance framework. 

Include information on any reasoned opinions delivered by the Commission in respect of infringement 

proceedings under Article 258 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), and 

which are linked to the implementation of the fund. 

 

Procedural delays and administrative capacity 

 

The most frequently highlighted issue concerning asylum/migration is the difficulty in hiring and 

retaining competent staff. This is a source of delays in several projects, notably in the area of return, 

mental health services and in general in the social work sector in Belgium. 

 

The closure of the 2014-2020 programming period and the discussions with the audit authority  linked 

to this closure caused significant delays in the management authority’s control activities for the 2021-

2027 programming period.  

 

As mentioned in the APR of the previous reporting period, the main obstacle affecting the 

performance of projects under all Specific Objectives was the late approval of projects. Projects only 

received grant agreements in December 2022/January 2023. This caused significant delays with 

regard to the start of the projects (hiring staff / launching public procurement procedures). Although 

most projects have overcome these obstacles, the delays have not been caught up entirely. 

 

Specific Issues  

 
With regard to Return, during the reporting period, discussions between the Managing Authority and 

IOM on the grant agreement for the period 2024/2025 reached the final stage. At the end of 2025, the 

grant agreement was signed.  

 
Follow-up of the 2024 APR  

 
This period is marked by a shift in political direction. Throughout the summer 2024, the outcome of 

the government formation remained uncertain, which led the political authority to give the green light 

for the continued organisation of the resettlement programme only in gradual stages. 

 

During the formation of the government in the autumn of 2024, the then Secretary of State for Asylum 

and Migration decided to put the resettlement programme on hold.  

 

 
2 This refers to a situation where the low target achievement rate is not due to slow progress but rather to incorrect or 

unrealistic target setting. It may include lessons learned in connection with the establishment of a methodology for 

target setting – such as wrong or incomplete assumptions or issues with the benchmark values selected – and any 

planned changes to it. 
3 For instance, issues related to tendering procedures, issues with audit procedures, issues linked to lack of resources 

at the managing authority level, an unforeseen delay in the adoption of the programme, etc. 
4 This can include, for instance, socio-economic or political factors, changes in the regulatory context, etc. 
5 For instance, issues to do with the scope of the action (e.g. eligibility criteria), low interest from beneficiaries or 

participants, any deviation in the implementation of the action, etc.  
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Upon the formation of the new government in February 2025, the new Minister of Asylum and 

Migration decided to extend this suspension until three conditions are met:  

⦁ for as long as the asylum crisis continues,  

⦁ the backlog of cases has not been cleared,  

⦁ the reception network has not been further downsised.  

 

However, as part of the commitment made by the former Secretary of State regarding the 

Humanitarian Corridor, a group of 46 people arrived from Pakistan on February 12, 2025. The 

Minister has decided that a transfer could still be organised for 46 people from Egypt and 2 people 

from Iran, given that the Secretary of State at the time had already signed off on the selection of these 

individuals. As of mid-2025, this transfer has not yet taken place. 

1.3. Specific mitigation measures 

If relevant, describe briefly how the programme activities contributed to mitigating the effects of any 

sudden changes in the migratory pressure resulting from any unforeseen deterioration of the socio-

economic or political situation in relevant third countries. Whenever possible, refer to the volume of 

resources redeployed for this purpose, and the related outputs and results achieved.  

Pay specific attention to activities carried out to mitigate the effects of such sudden changes and whose 

achievements may not be fully captured by the common output and result indicators.  

Not relevant. 

 

 

1.4. Operating support – Article 21(3) of Regulation (EU) 2021/1147 

If operating support was used during the accounting year, describe how it contributed to achieving the 

objectives of the fund.6  

If the total cumulative eligible cost of operating support for the operations selected for support exceeds 

15% of the total programme allocation at the end of the accounting year, explain the reasons. 

Additionally, if there is a risk that the threshold is exceeded by the end of the programming period, 

describe the measures envisaged to mitigate it.  

Under SO1 an operating support project (868 667.07 EUR) has been selected with the aim to produce 

statistics on international protection and to meet European obligations (mainly Eurostat, EUAA 

and Frontex). At an administrative level, new staff members have started their duties. 

 
Regarding the development of statistics and statistical procedures, several advances have been made: 

- Enhanced access to identity data of international protection applicants and temporary 

protection beneficiaries is available via a new copy of the National Register based on the new 

data warehouse; 

- More efficient procedures are in place to better identify multiple identities of the same person 

and improve data reliability; 

- Work continued on the development of statistical production procedures regarding 

international protection applications (Eurostat collections A01, A18, and A20) and 

 
6 If relevant for this purpose, refer to the information which is in scope of Regulation (EU) 2021/1147 and available 

as a result of Schengen evaluations, carried out in accordance with Council Regulation (EU) No 1053/2013 of 7 

October 2013 establishing an evaluation and monitoring mechanism to verify the application of the Schengen acquis 

and repealing the Decision of the Executive Committee of 16 September 1998 setting up a Standing Committee on 

the evaluation and implementation of Schengen (OJ L 295, 6.11.2013, p. 27) and Council Regulation (EU) 2022/922 

of 9 June 2022 on the establishment and operation of an evaluation and monitoring mechanism to verify the 

application of the Schengen acquis, and repealing Regulation (EU) No 1053/2013 (OJ L 160, 15.6.2022, p. 1). 
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decisions, with a particular focus on withdrawals (Eurostat collection A03) and final 

decisions (Eurostat collections A11, A12, and A13); 

- Work commenced on the development of statistical production procedures for pending 

applications for international protection (Eurostat collection A02) and applications for 

international protection lodged by individuals who already hold status in another country 

(M-hits). 

Within SO3 an operating support project has been awarded to the General Inspectorate of the Federal 

Police (AIG) through a direct award with the total amount of 600.000 EUR, in line with the current 

project, which ended six months after the reporting period. AIG is the only responsible body for 

execution and monitoring of forced returns in Belgium (Royal Decree 19/06/2012) and as such 

responsible for the implementation of the Return Directive 2008/115/EC.  

 

In this respect, AIG has carried out the following activities during the reporting period: 69 boarding 

controls and 3 controls to the country of destination. The organisation also published, internally, a 

fully detailed report for the year 2024, including both qualitative results and, above all, the new 

strategies implemented and the processes improving the efficiency of forced returns. 

 

 

1.5. Specific actions7    

Describe the main achievements of any specific actions carried out during the accounting year, and how 

they contributed to achieving the objectives of the programme and to generating Union added value.8   

Describe how the individual actions have advanced, both procedurally9 and operationally10 and highlight 

any issues affecting their performance, in particular any risk of underspending.  

If relevant, break this information down to the project level. If any deviation from the original planning 

is expected, explain the reasons for this, describe any mitigating actions taken, and provide the revised 

timetable. 

During the reference period, the Specific Action project mentioned in the previous APR’s 

(AMIF/2022/SA/2.4.1_001) called “Vona – Enhancing gender-sensitive and trauma-informed victim 

support in Belgium”  and conducted by the three government recognised centers in the area of 

assistance to adult victims of human trafficking (Payoke and the two partners for this project : PAG-

ASA and Sürya) came to an end. 

For the entirety of the project, the beneficiary reported having supported 130 persons. All of those 

persons have already been reported in the previous APR’s. Evethough this projet ended during the 

reference period, the control by the Managing Authority is still ongoing. The reported result is 

therefore not to be considered as definite.  

 

As previously, during the current reporting period the beneficiary reported as an obstacle to the 

implementation of the project the difficulty to recruit and retain suitably qualified and experienced 

 
7 In the case of specific actions with a transnational nature, the scope of this section varies according to the distribution 

of roles and responsibilities between the lead Member States and the other participating Member States, as well as 

the choice of the reporting method used. This is described in the Commission’s note of 14 February 2022 - 

Transnational specific  actions  under  the  Asylum,  Migration  and Integration  Fund  (AMIF),  the  Instrument  for  

Financial  Support  for Border  Management  and  Visa  Policy  (BMVI),and  the  Internal Security Fund (ISF) – 

Arrangements between partners (Ares (2022)1060102). 
8 Union added value is defined as the generation of results beyond what would have been achieved by Member States 

acting alone.  
9 For instance, in connection to procurement activities or any other preparatory steps taken. 
10 For instance, in terms of deliverables, outputs, results etc. 
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staff members (a difficulty shared by the social work sector in Belgium), especially in the sector of 

mental health services and the difficulty to find – even external – psychologists. 

 
During the reporting period, a new Specific Action was selected and launched : Projet “Shortening 

the waiting list for guardians for unaccompanied minors” implemented by the Guardianship Service 

of Minister of Justice: On 15/06/2023, the EC launched the call "Specific Action MS under pressure 

- unaccompanied minors" (reference AMIF/2023/SA/1.2.1), and on 25/10/2023, the EC informed the 

European Funds Unit that the project "Shortening the waiting list for guardians for unaccompanied 

minors" of the Ministry of Justice, Guardianship Service, had been selected.  

The Guardianship Service aims to assign a guardian as quickly as possible to all unaccompanied 

minors arriving in Belgium: “With the support of the Commission's project budget, the associations 

with whom the Guardianship Service has (or will conclude) a protocol agreement can recruit 14 extra 

employee guardians, 1.5 FTE coordinators within the associations and 1 employee for the 

Guardianship Service for the monitoring of the new employee guardians (appointment of pupils to 

the guardians, monitoring of the associations, financial reporting,…). With new employee guardians, 

the number of unaccompanied minors on the waiting list will decrease significantly and the waiting 

time for the minors will decrease rapidly. The goal is to appoint guardians for approximately 840 

unaccompanied minors”. The Ministerial Decree regarding this project was signed on 11/09/2024 and 

the implementation started in the current reporting period. 

In order to increase the number of guardians, two new protocol agreements were concluded in the 

autumn of 2024 with the associations CIRé and Mentor Escale. Together, these associations will 

employ 8.5 FTE guardians and 1 FTE coordinator under this project. The Centre for General Work 

on Wellness (Centrum Algemeen Welzijnswerk CAW) is also prepared to recruit four additional 

employee-guardians in the short term, who are expected to take up their duties starting in February 

2025. At this stage, 12.7 FTE employee-guardians and 0.5 FTE coordinator have been recruited as 

part of this project. 

During this period, the project’s objectives were expanded, adding 4 objectives: strengthening 

training for guardians and staff of the Guardianship Service; enhancing the psychological well-being 

of guardians; informing and surveying Unaccompanied Minors (UAM) regarding guardianship, and 

promoting cooperation with guardians and partner organizations. 
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Enter in the Table below the details of all the national specific actions implemented in the programme. 

The reporting on transnational specific actions should be consistent with the chosen reporting option.11 

Specific 

Objective 

Name / 

reference 

number of 

the action 

Beneficiary 
Implementin

g period 

Eligible 

cost12 

Eligible 

expenditure13 

Progress in the relevant 

common and / or 

programme-specific 

indicators14 

Output Result 

SO2

  

AMIF/2022

/SA/2.4.1 

Payoke 01/01/2023 – 

31/12/2024

  

412.764,59 € 134.377,55 € 

(= Staff costs 

+ indirect 

costs) 

SO2.3 = 0 Not 

applicable 

(no result 

indicator 

selected) 

SO1 

 

 

AMIF/2023

/SA/1.2.1 

 

Belgium 

Guardianship 

Service/ Federal 

Public Service 

Justice 

 

 

01/01/2024 

- 

31/12/2027 

 

5.328.000,00 

EUR 

175.890,71 

EUR (= Staff 

costs + 

indirect costs) 

AMIF-SO1-1 

= 183 

Not 

applicable 

(no result 

indicator 

selected) 

 

1.6. Resettlement and relocation – Article 35(2), points (g) and (h), of Regulation (EU) 

2021/1147 

Report on the consolidated figures for the accounting year in the table below.   

 

Number of persons admitted through resettlement  262 

Number of persons admitted through humanitarian admission in line with Article 

19(2) of the Regulation (EU) 2021/1147 

0 

Number of vulnerable persons admitted through humanitarian admission in line 

with Article 19(3) of the Regulation (EU) 2021/1147 

36 

Number of applicants for or beneficiaries of international protection transferred in  6 

Number of applicants for or beneficiaries of international protection transferred 

out 

0 

If relevant, describe any corrections or changes made to the values sent bi-annually via the data 

transmission module in the System for Fund Management in the European Union (SFC), and which are 

reflected in the table above in the consolidated figures for the accounting year.  

 

 
11 As set out in the Commission’s note of 14 February 2022 (Ares (2022)1060102). 
12 Total eligible cost of selected operations, as reported to the Commission by 31 July of the last accounting year. 
13 Total amount of eligible expenditure declared by beneficiaries to the managing authority, by 31 July of the last 

accounting year. 
14 If specific actions represent a top-up of previous operations and there are no dedicated monitoring arrangements, 

report the output and results pro-rata. 
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1.7. Only in 2024: Continuation of projects – Article 39(4), point (e), of Regulation 

(EU) 2021/1147 

Report on any projects continued after 1 January 2021 that were selected and started under Regulation 

(EU) No 516/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council15, in accordance with Regulation (EU) 

No 514/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council16. 

Not applicable. 

 

2. COMPLEMENTARITY – ARTICLE 35(2), POINT (C), OF REGULATION (EU) 2021/1147 

Describe the complementarity and, if relevant, synergies achieved during the accounting year between 

the actions supported by the fund and the support provided by other Union funds, in particular external 

financing instruments,17 the European Social Fund + (ESF+) or its predecessors, European Regional 

Development Fund (ERDF) – be it under the Investment for Jobs and Growth or the European Territorial 

Cooperation goals –, the Internal Security Fund (ISF) and the Border Management and Visa Instrument 

(BMVI).18  

Pay specific attention to: 

– complementarity with Union’s external financing instruments for actions taken in or in relation 

to third countries, underlining the aspects that are consistent with the principles and general 

objectives of the Union’s external policy; and 

– the use of enabling mechanisms, such as existing organisational and procedural arrangements 

that help achieve synergies and complementarities, and to any actions implemented to improve 

them in the accounting year. 

If relevant, describe also the complementarity of the activities carried out from the perspective of 

strengthening inter-agency cooperation.19 

 
15 Regulation (EU) No 516/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 April 2014 establishing the 

Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, amending Council Decision 2008/381/EC and repealing Decisions No 

573/2007/EC and No 575/2007/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and Council Decision 

2007/435/EC (OJ L 150, 20.5.2014, p. 168). 
16 Regulation (EU) No 514/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 April 2014 laying down general 

provisions on the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund and on the instrument for financial support for police 

cooperation, preventing and combating crime, and crisis management (OJ L 150, 20.5.2014, p.112). 
17 In particular, e.g. the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) – Global 

Europe and the Instrument for Pre-accession assistance (IPA).  
18 Complementarity with any other relevant EU funds (e.g. Recovery and Resilience Facility, Erasmus+, Creative 

Europe, Cohesion Fund, Just transition Fund etc.) could also be relevant. 
19 Such as cooperation at EU level between the Member States, and between Member States and relevant EU bodies, 

offices and agencies, as well as cooperation at national level among the competent authorities within each Member 

State. 
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During the reporting period no Home Affairs Funds activities on complementary with other funds  

have been organised. However, consultations are regularly organised within our Steering Committee 

and Monitoring Committee where representatives of the cabinets responsible for Foreign Affairs 

(External relation instruments), Social Integration, Interior (ex. Horizon 2020) and Asylum-Migration 

are present. Those consultations are mostly electronic and take place generally once per month.  

 

When they introduce a new project, all project applicants are also requested to provide information 

on other sources of European funding they benefit from and how the risk of double financing will be 

avoided. This provides additional useful information to the Managing Authority. 

 

A coordination mechanism is in place with the Intermediary Bodies (Flanders and the Wallonia-

Brussels Federation) - who are also the ESF+ Managing Authorities - to ensure complementarity and 

good coordination between AMIF and ESF+. In the Wallonia-Brussels Federation, 19 beneficiaries 

are supported by AMIF and ESF+, while there are 18 regional networks in Flanders. In both the 

Wallonia-Brussels Federation and Flanders AMIF focuses on the reception and integration of 

newcomers from third countries and the ESF+ on the socio-inclusion of vulnerable audiences or 

lifelong learning of jobseekers or workers. The projects are complementary and distinct. 

 
As outlined in the National Programme in relation to the challenge to uphold a solid, flexible, efficient 

and effective asylum system, one of the key priorities identified was the further digitalisation of the 

asylum and migration procedures with the aim of making them faster and more integrated. For this 

purpose, both AMIF and RRF (Resilience and Recovery Facility) were envisaged and deployed in 

the area of reception, asylum and migration.  

 
The FPS Home Affairs is responsible for the administrative coordination of its RRF projects in the 

area of digitalisation. In this respect, the MA, the Immigration Office and Fedasil carry out checks 

for prevention and detection of potential double funding between AMIF and RRF, for the purpose of 

protection of financial interests of the Union.   

 

3. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNION ACQUIS, COOPERATION AND SOLIDARITY – 

ARTICLE 35(2), POINT (D), OF REGULATION (EU) 2021/1147 
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Describe briefly how, during the accounting year, the programme contributed to implementing the 

Union acquis (the body of Union law) on asylum, legal migration, integration, return and irregular 

migration and relevant action plans, and to cooperation and solidarity between Member States. 

 

In the area of asylum, one project has as goal to actively support the activities of EUAA in different 

domains: 

 

- provision of asylum experts to EUAA in the framework of operations in other EU Member States; 

- active contribution of experts to EUAA activities; 

- contribution to the development of COI (country of origin information); fact-finding missions: 

Eritrea; participation in workshops: EUAA Palestine, EUAA Afghanistan, ACCORD (Vienna), 

Cameroon Congress (Paris); translation of the COI report; external speakers: Benin, Eastern Congo, 

Guinea; participation in "Concise Writing" training; Cedoca Innovation Day; experimenting with the 

use of Artificial Intelligence in COI. 

 

Work on specific procedural needs is underway, focusing on vulnerable individuals in the asylum 

process. Key actions include: establishment and launch of a steering committee for chain partners and 

two thematic working groups (methods for taking reliable oral statements; methods for substantive 

assessment regarding applicants with physical and/or mental vulnerabilities); delivery and 

distribution of 7 vulnerability information sheets; development of train-the-trainer sessions; two 

internal workshops (vulnerability info sheets and practical tools and skills; reading medical and 

psychological documents); distribution of info posters regarding CGRS (Commissariat for Refugees 

and Stateless Persons) recommendations on medical elements in the asylum procedure. 

 
New Media: Execution of NMU (New Media Unit) asylum file screenings (217 response documents), 

including projects regarding Palestine, Eastern Congo, and Somalia; development of tutorials 

(TikTok, etc., and in support of Protection Officers); participation of NMU in Cedoca@YourService; 

NMU training and coaching programs aimed at strengthening Socmint (Social Media Intelligence) 

and OSINT (Open Source Intelligence) competencies for various target groups within the CGRS 

(Protection Officers, COI researchers, NMU staff); NMU Learning Day: internal learning day focused 

on knowledge sharing within the team; two NMU thematic guides: image analysis and a guide on 

Uvira. 

 

In the area of return, one project directly contributed to the implemention of the Return Directive 

(2008/115/EC) by providing for an effective forced-return monitoring system. 

 

Another project has as focus to produce statistics to meet European obligations (mainly Eurostat, 

EUAA and Frontex). It has been launched at administrative level and some statistic works could be 

initiated. Under SO1 an operating support project (868.667,07 EUR) has been selected with the aim 

to produce statistics on international protection and to meet European obligations (mainly Eurostat, 

EUAA and Frontex). 

 

At an administrative level, new staff members have started their duties. 

 

Regarding the development of statistics and statistical procedures, several advances have been 

made: 

- Enhanced access to identity data of international protection applicants and temporary 

protection beneficiaries is available via a new copy of the National Register based on the new 

data warehouse; 

- More efficient procedures are in place to better identify multiple identities of the same person 

and improve data reliability; 

- Continued work on the development of statistical production procedures regarding 

international protection applications (Eurostat collections A01, A18, and A20) and 

decisions, with a particular focus on withdrawals (Eurostat collection A03) and final 

decisions (Eurostat collections A11, A12, and A13); 
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- Work commenced on the development of statistical production procedures for pending 

applications for international protection (Eurostat collection A02) and applications for 

international protection lodged by individuals who already hold status in another country 

(M-hits). 

 

During the reporting period, it is important to note that the Programme acted as a catalyst to promote 

integration and cooperation between the Member States. Although the specific contributions in terms 

of the Union acquis (the body of Union law) are not explicitly quantifiable at this stage, the initiatives 

implemented have fostered an environment conducive to solidarity and the exchange of good 

practices. We remain committed to strengthening this momentum and exploring new avenues to 

support integration in the future. 

 

In relation to the EU Action Plan on Integration and Inclusion 2021-2027 that addresses integration 

barriers in the main policy areas of housing, education, employment and healthcare, a parallel with 

the Belgian National Programme for AMIF can be drawn in particular in the area of education while 

employment is covered by the European Social Fund+. 

4. COMMUNICATION AND VISIBILITY – ARTICLE 35(2), POINT (E), OF REGULATION 

(EU) 2021/1147 

Describe how communication and visibility activities were carried out during the accounting year. In 

particular, refer to any progress made on the objectives set out in the communication strategy, as 

measured by the relevant indicators and their targets. If relevant, describe any good practices in reaching 

out to the target groups and/ or disseminating and exploiting the results of the projects. 

1. Website (Art. 49§1 of Regulation (EU) 2021/1060) 

A wide range of information useful to beneficiaries is regularly updated (this includes explanatory 

factsheets on indicators, the project budget, expenditure eligibility, reporting, payments, etc.). These 

updates also concern, in accordance with the CPR, the calendar of calls for proposals (Art. 49§2), the 

list of selected projects (Art. 49§3), data transmissions to the Commission (Art. 42), data and 

information shared with the Monitoring Committee (Art. 38), evaluations carried out by the managing 

authority (mid-term + ex-post), and annual performance reports. During this period, a complete 

redesign of the Managing Authority's website was launched. 

 

2. Single Portal (Art. 49§1 of Regulation (EU) 2021/1060) 

The "Europe in Belgium" website (managed by the SPWallonie) is operational and online. 

 

3. Communication Officer (Art. 48 of Regulation (EU) 2021/1060) 

The Communication Officer for the three programs (AMIF, ISF, and BMVI) continues to participate 

in information exchanges with other managing authorities, the National Communication Coordinator, 

and the European Commission, notably by participating in "country team meetings" (twice a year). 

Moreover, she participated in the 9th INFORM EU plenary meeting in Gdańsk (INFORM EU is an 

EU-wide network of agents responsible for communication regarding EU funds, such as the AMIF, 

ISF, and BMVI). She continues to inform beneficiaries of their publicity obligations whenever 

necessary. Controls on beneficiaries' publicity obligations by the European Funds Unit take place as 

part of the operational (on-the-spot) control and every six months as part of their interim reporting. 

These checks demonstrate the beneficiaries' clear commitment to meeting the requirements. 

 

Provide a link to the website portal referred to in Article 46, point (b), of Regulation (EU) 2021/1060 

and, if different, to the website referred to in Article 49(1) of that Regulation. 

Website of the Managing Authority: https://amif-isf.be/   

Unique portal EU funds: https://www.europeinbelgium.be/   

https://amif-isf.be/
https://www.europeinbelgium.be/
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5. ENABLING CONDITIONS AND HORIZONTAL PRINCIPLES  

5.1. Enabling conditions – Article 35(2), point (f), of Regulation (EU) 2021/1147 

Describe how it was ensured that the applicable enabling conditions in Annex III of Regulation (EU) 

2021/1060 were fulfilled and applied throughout the accounting year, in particular as regards complying 

with the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. If relevant, describe any change that 

had an impact on how the enabling conditions were fulfilled, as provided for in Article 15(6) of 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1060.  

During the accounting year, the state of play on the enabling conditions has been presented to the 

Monitoring Committee.The fulfilment of the enabling conditions has also been checked during 

controls performed by the Managing Authority. 

Contacts have been established with the organisations Myria (Federal Migration Centre) and Unia 
(independent public institution that promotes equality and combats discrimination) regarding 

collaboration on complaints relating to the Charter of Fundamental Rights and the Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities. This collaboration was formalised in the three national programs 

(AMIF, ISF, and BMVI), which were adapted accordingly. 

Furthermore, a complaint relating to a violation of the Charter was received on 02/10/2024 and is 

currently being examined by Myria. Based on the latest exchange, there is, at this stage, no indication 

that EU funds were used to finance activities that violated the Charter of Fundamental Rights. 

5.2. Compliance with horizontal principles – Article 9 of Regulation (EU) 2021/1060  

Describe how compliance during the accounting year with the horizontal principles laid down in the 

Common Provision Regulation was ensured, in particular equality between men and women and the 

promotion of gender mainstreaming, as well as avoiding discrimination based on gender, racial or ethnic 

origin, religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation. 

Emphasis has been put on the respect of the horizontal principles during the selection of 

new projects and during the controls. 

 

No other activities have been carried out to ensure compliance with horizontal principles. 

6. PROJECTS IN OR IN RELATION TO THIRD COUNTRIES - ARTICLE 35(2), POINT (I), OF 

REGULATION (EU) 2021/1147 

Describe any actions taking place in or in relation to third countries during the accounting year and how 

these bring Union added value in achieving the objectives set by the fund. Indicate the names of the 

third countries concerned. Provide a description that clarifies that the actions supported by the fund are 

not development-oriented, serve the interest of internal Union policies and are consistent with activities 

undertaken within the Union. If relevant, refer to the consultations with the Commission before the 

project was approved (Article 16(11) of Regulation (EU) 2021/1147).  

No project in or in relation to third countries has been selected during the reference period 

for SO2 (legal migration). The “Circular Migration” project involving cooperation with third 

countries, selected before the reporting period and extended to 31/12/2027, showed a series 

of follow-up steps in comparison to the last reporting period, namely meetings with the 

authorities of Surinam and Tunisia on the implementation of the project. Cooperation with 

the Philipines in the context of this project is being considered.  

No project in or in relation to third countries have been selected during the reference period 

for SO1.  
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Under SO.3, the return and reintegration projects (IOM, Caritas, Fedasil, Immigration Office) 

mentioned during the previous reporting period did continue, and new follow-up projects  have been 

selected (IOM & Caritas). As before, in these projects partner organisations in the countries of origin 

are supported financially, lessons learned and best practices are shared, the final beneficiaries are 

assisted and monitored by the staff of partner organisations in the countries of origin after their return. 

The countries concerned are the following: Algeria, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, 

Colombia, Congo, Ecuador, El Salvador, Georgia, Ghana, Guinee, India, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jordan, 

Moldova, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, North Macedonia, Pakistan, Palestina, Peru, 

the Philippines, the Russian Federation, Rwanda, Senegal, Serbia, Somalia, Tunesia, Togo, Turkey. 

In addition to the structural support to the countries mentioned above, individual assistance activities, 

such as (but not limited to) additional in-kind reintegration sustainability grants for income generating 

activities, in-kind reintegration sustainability grants for families, individual medical and psychosocial 

support, and TVET (Technical and Vocational Education and Training) were extended to eligible 

beneficiaries returning to countries outside of these priority countries.  

 

Caritas is service provider both for AMIF voluntary return projects as for the Frontex Joint 

Reintegration Services (JRS). AMIF support is used to complement JRS support or to support other 

cases without JRS. For those cases where both AMIF and JRS finance part of the reintegration 

support, the AMIF Managing Authority verifies based on the JRS payments that there is no double 

funding. Moreover, Caritas provides the Managing Authority with a list of all returnees, indicating 

the source of support received per returnee. This allows the Managing Authority to identify all sources 

of funding for all returnees and carry out additional controls if necessary. 

 
Also, under SO3.1, the improvement of the identification process continued ensuring humane 

conditions during the whole return process (voluntary and forced). In this framework the Immigration 

Office organised monitoring missions to Togo, Guinea, Cameroon, Mauritania and China.     

The Fedasil’s solidarity project continues (SO4). 
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7. SUMMARY – ARTICLE 35(2) OF REGULATION (EU) 2021/1147 

Provide a summary of the Sections 1 to 6, which will be translated and made available to the public.  

As a minimum, the summary shall cover all the points listed in Article 35(2), and should preferably be 

structured around them.  

The use of bullet points, bold text or informative headings is encouraged, so that interested stakeholders 

can easily identify the programme’s main achievements, and the main issues affecting its performance. 
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The Annual Performance Report for the implementation of the Asylum and Migration 

Fund (AMIF) in Belgium in the period between 1 July 2024 and 30 June 2025, shows 

steady progress in achieving the objectives set out in the National Programme, with some 

minor issues affecting the overall performance. The Report furthermore shows fan evident 

complementarity between AMIF and the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) and the 

contribution of Belgium to various areas of the asylum and migration Union acquis. 

 

Regarding the progress in the implementation of the National Programme and in 

achieving the objectives, taking into account the most recent data, it can be concluded that 

the main Belgian asylum and migration authorities have delivered on implementation 

measures on reception, asylum, legal migration, integration, return, resettlement, 

humanitarian admission and relocation.  

• Reception: optimising reception capacity and its ability to adapt to increasing or 

decreasing numbers of arrivals was advanced by strengthening the internal 

functioning of the reception agency by implementing monitoring, digitisation, and 

communication measures; and by promoting national and international cooperation 

with organisations active in  in reception, procedural processes, or the accompaniment 

of applicants for international protection, also taking into account the aim to  reinforce 

the asylum institutions and achieve a better coordinated policy towards vulnerability 

and resiliency factors and vulnerable persons. 

• Asylum: efforts in improving the quality and efficiency of the asylum process, as well 

as the quality of reception for vulnerable people (especially unaccompanied minors), 

were strengthened through several training sessions for guardians, hiring of additional 

staff to ensure effective care for reported minors and professionalisation of 

interpreters working with applicants for international protection. Also, in order to 

increase the efficiency and resilience of the international protection process, efforts 

are being made regarding the processing of asylum applications.  

• Legal migration: the focus was set upon digitalisation and development of efficient 

procedures to ensure an improvement of information management within the Belgian 

Immigration Office, for example through eMigration and pilot projects promoting 

circular migration with partner countries outside the EU. 

• Integration: the efforts on the Federal level were focused on strengthen the social 

activation of third-country nationals through social activation trajectories offered by 

local public welfare centres, while at the Flemish Community level special attention 

was paid to social inclusion by local authorities and on the French Community level 

on language and citizenship courses, individual support for newcomers to promote 

integration, reception of minors and  unaccompanied minors, and training of trainers 

to improve reception; and on the level of the German-speaking Community to local 

integration coordinators. 

• Return: the emphasis was on the cooperation between the main partners involved on 

providing tailor made assistance to returnees, and on improving the efficiency of the 

return process, mainly through pre-return assistance and reintegration support for 

voluntary return, and deployment of staff and IT tools for forced return. 

• Resettlement, humanitarian admission and relocation: 487 persons were resettled, 388 

persons admitted through humanitarian admission and 50 persons relocated to 

Belgium in the reporting period.  

 

In relation to any issues affecting the performance of the National Programme and the 

action taken to address them, it can be reported that two issues have caused delays in controls 

and implementation of the project. The delay in controls by the Managing Authority was 
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caused by the complex and lengthy closure of the 2014-2020 programming period. Also, the 

difficulty in hiring competent staff, in particular on return, has been reported by many 

beneficiaries and has caused delays in implementation of several projects. 

 

Regarding complementarity between the actions supported under AMIF and the support 

provided by other EU funds, it is worth mentioning the complementarity between AMIF and 

RRF (Resilience and Recovery Facility) under the objective of digitalisation of the asylum 

and migration procedures with the aim of making them faster and more integrated. For this 

purpose, RRF funds are being deployed by the Immigration Office to fully digitalise asylum 

and migration management processes under eMigration, while Fedasil is digitalising the 

administrative and the financial aspect of provision of health care to applicants of 

international protection through RRF funds.  

 

Furthermore, through the implementation of AMIF funds in Belgium and the objectives set 

out in the National Programme, a contribution has been made to the implementation of EU 

law in the area of asylum and migration management, in general on Directives related to 

asylum procedures, reception conditions and qualifications. Furthermore, in particular in the 

area of return one project directly contributed to implemention of the Return Directive by 

providing for an effective forced-return monitoring system and another project focused on 

producing statistics to meet data requirements by Eurostat, EU Asylum Agency and Frontex. 

   

In terms of he implementation of communication and visibility actions, several actions have 

been undertaken in order to communicate about the Belgian AMIF projects. The website 

(https://amif-isf.be/), which is currently being completely redesigned, has been used to 

regularly update the beneficiaries on a wide range of activities, including for example the list 

of selected projects, the data submitted to the European Commission and the evaluations 

carried out by external experts. Also, the Communication Officer has engaged in various 

information exchange exercises with Managing Authorities from other EU Member States 

and the European Commission. 

 

 

https://amif-isf.be/

